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THE ROLE OF RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEES
IN OBSERVATIONAL STUDIES:
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REGISTRIES, CASE REPORTS,
INTERVIEWS, AND RETROSPECTIVE STUDIES

Dear Editor can be done without informed consent so that the
participants do not change their behavior and their

The article written by Gonzalez-Duarte et al.! pro- responses.

poses an analysis for different research projects that

use qualitative methods presented to the ethics re- We believe that informed consent should be an un-

search committees. Notwithstanding, we believe that avoidable communication process. Nonetheless, we

the analysis proposed for this type of projects fails in urge methodologists and bioethicists to reflect as

not including a growing group of qualitative tech- Gonzalez-Duarte! did to find an ethical and method-

niqgues and methods such as ethnography, focus ologically balanced response regarding the use of

groups, and biographical/narrative studies. video recording while performing a qualitative study

without modifying participant’s responses.
When gathering information, these techniques also

present ethical challenges. For instance, the technol- As Miles and Huberman? pointed out, qualitative re-
ogy employed (i.e., audio and video equipment) search is an artisanal work and must avoid the sub-
could modify the phenomenon under study. There- mission to strict and inflexible methodological rules
fore, the ethical controversy is whether the study while respecting ethical guidelines.
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AUTHOR’S REPLY

Dear Dr. Maldonado-Castellanos and Dr. Mora-Magana:

We appreciate your Letter to the Editor in regards to
our article! and recognize that the observational
studies mentioned in your letter were not included in
our analysis. We also agree in that these kinds of
studies are of paramount importance within the
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scope of modern research. Moreover, as you point
out in your Letter, a balance should be achieved re-
garding the need for consent and the possibility of
bias in the information obtained when a thorough
description of the study is performed. We certainly
think that this important issue should be discussed
in a different article putting special emphasis on your
observations. Thank you again for your valuable com-
ments.
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