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Tomas F. Daniel: Obituary Emily Jane Lott

Emily Jane Lott passed away at the age of 77 on 15 May
2025 in Austin, Texas, after a long battle with metastatic
breast cancer. Emily was born in Navasota, Texas, where
she spent her childhood. She graduated from Texas Chris-
tian University (Fort Worth, Texas) in 1969 with a B.A. in
English. Subsequently, she obtained an M.A. degree in
Literature (1972) and a Masters in Library Science (1976)
from the University of Texas at Austin. While in Austin, she
worked at the University’s Rare Plant Study Center, as a li-
brarian in the herbarium (TEX/LL), and as a Biology Field
Worker for Texas State Parks (assisting with inventory and
documentation of rare plants in the state parks). She also
began her fieldwork in Mexico on several collecting trips to
Coahuila with Tom Wendt and David Riskind. Subsequently,
she went to Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas for a
M.S. in Biology (1979). In 1979, she and her first husband,
Tom Wendt, moved to Mexico, where Emily held the po-
sition of Técnico Académico at the Instituto de Biologia,
Universidad Nacional Autbnoma de México (1981-1986). In
addition to her duties in the herbarium, Emily spent con-
siderable time studying the flora and tropical dry forest
vegetation at UNAM’s Estacién de Biologia Chamela on the
Pacific Coast of Jalisco. There, she collected widely (Fig. 1)

and published numerous new taxa, as well as a catalogue of
the station’s vascular plants; she also co-authored several
important publications on ecological aspects of tropical dry
forest.

Emily married Tom Atkinson, an entomologist spe-
cializing in bark beetles, in 1985, and their son, William
Atkinson, was born in 1986. The family moved to Gaines-
ville, Florida in 1987, and to Riverside, California in 1990.
While in Riverside, Emily became affiliated with the herbar-
ium at the University of California, Riverside (UCR). There,
she assisted in the herbarium, identified plants, and partici-
pated in fieldwork at Rancho Cuixmalain Jalisco and Rancho
El Jabali in Colima (both now in protected areas). In 1994,
the family moved to Texas, first to Coppel (near Dallas) for
a few years, and then to Austin. In 2001, Emily and Tom
built their dream home (“The Dragonfly House” or “Casa
Libélula”) on a bluff overlooking the Colorado River on the
east side of town. Emily became affiliated with the herbar-
jum (TEX/LL) of the Billie L. Turner Plant Resources Center
at the University of Texas, made botanical excursions to
western Texas (e.g., the Chinati Mountains), and continued
her studies of and publications on Mexican plants. Between
2004 and 2010, she was also affiliated with the Sociedad

Figure 1: Emily Lott. A. collecting plants at Chamela, Jalisco (photo by T. Atkinson, 1990); B. pressing plants at Chamela (photo by T. Atkinson, 1990);
C. pointing out a new, epipetric species, Louteridium dendropilosum T.F. Daniel, in the Sierra Sur de Oaxaca (photo by T. Daniel, 2012).
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para el Estudio de los Recursos Bidticos de Oaxaca (SERBO).
On numerous trips to Oaxaca, she worked at their herbar-
ium in Cd. Oaxaca (SERO) identifying collections, explored
regions of tropical dry forests, and collected plants in the
Sierra Sur of that state.

Emily’s major contributions to botany consist of her
plant collections from Texas and Mexico; 38 publications
dealing with taxonomic novelties/renovations, floristics, and
studies on the vegetation of tropical dry forests (Appendix
1); and her identifications of numerous problematic
specimens in many North American herbaria. Her collec-
tions were widely distributed among herbaria, with major
deposits at CAS, MEXU, MO, TEX, and UCR. Her botanical
interests were broad. Emily’s taxonomic publications deal
with 10 families, with an emphasis on Acanthaceae and
Euphorbiaceae. She described 17 new taxa (Appendix 2),
including two new genera (Gypsacanthus E.J. Lott, V. Jamar.
& Rzed. and Dieterlea E.J. Lott). Her floristic accounts of the
Chamela-Cuixmala region of southwestern Jalisco helped
to reveal the botanical diversity and biological importance
of that region, and undoubtedly were important in justify-
ing its current protected status. Her studies on tropical dry
forests helped to gain a better understanding of ecological
aspects of that critical and extensive biotic community in
western Mexico. In recognition of the importance of Emily’s
collections, scientific publications, and contributions to the

Mexican botanical community, she was awarded the Meda-
lla al Mérito Botanico by the Sociedad Botanica de México
in 2013. Fittingly, 13 species (Appendix 3) have been named
in her honor to date.

Wherever Emily was located, she was active botani-
cally, whether on a professional basis, volunteering at the
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, or growing
plants at her home. Her broad knowledge (especially of
the tropical dry forest flora of western Mexico) and keen
eye for unusual plants were appreciated by all who accom-
panied her in the field. Friends and colleagues especially
liked visiting or working with Emily because of her kind-
ness, generosity, patience, and good-humor. In addition
to its plant life, she was a true aficionada of Mexico—its
landscapes, culture, and inhabitants. Emily also delighted
in the varied and often exotic regional cuisines of Mexico
and was an excellent cook. She was devoted to her family,
friends, and pet dogs. So many folks were so lucky to be
welcomed by Emily and Tom to their beautiful and unique
Dragonfly House. Emily is deeply missed by all those
friends and botanists who had the good fortune to cross
her path.
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Appendix 1: Scientific publications of Emily Lott, in alphabetical order.

Balvanera, P., E. Lott and E. Duran. 1999. Species turnover in
a tropical dry forest: Untangling environmental, spatial
and biotic determinants. Memorias del XIV International
Botanical Congress. St. Louis, USA.

Balvanera, P, E. J. Lott, G. Segura, C. Siebe and A. Islas. 2002.
Patterns of B-diversity in a Mexican tropical dry forest.
Journal of Vegetation Science 13(2): 145-158. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1654-1103.2002.tb02034.x

Burnham, R. and E. J. Lott. 1999. Guia practica para las plantas
trepadoras de la Bahia de Chamela, Jalisco, México, Field

Museum, Chicago (Pp. 207, single-sided, xeroxed).
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Chiang Cabrera, F., T. Wendt and E. J. Lott. 1979. Lycium arochae
(Solanaceae), a new species from central Coahuila,
Mexico. Madrofio 26(4): 180-183.

Daniel, T. F. and E. J. Lott. 1993. Staurogyne agrestis
(Acanthaceae), a genus and species new to Mexico. Sida
15(3): 367-372.

Daniel, T.F.and E. J. Lott. 2009. Justicia cuixmalensis, a new species
of Acanthaceae from west-central Mexico. Proceedings of
the California Academy of Sciences 60(2): 19-22.

Daniel, T. F. and E. J. Lott. 2012. Justicia salasiae, a new species

of Acanthaceae from Oaxaca, Mexico. Lundellia 15: 16-21.


https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/creator/112356
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/creator/57106

Daniel, T. F. and E. J. Lott. 2016. Acantdceas (Acanthaceae).
In: Comision Nacional para el Conocimiento y Uso de la
Biodiversidad (CONABIO) (ed.). La Biodiversidad en Colima:
Estudio de Estado. CONABIO. Cd.Mx., México. Pp. 229-237.

Duran, E., P. Balvanera, E. Lott, G. Segura, A. Pérez-limenez,
A. Islas and M. Franco. 2002. Estructura, composicién y
dinamica de la vegetacion. In: Noguera, F. A., J. H. Vega
Rivera, A. N. Garcia Aldrete and M. Quesada Avendafo
(eds.). Historia natural de Chamela. Instituto de Biologia,
Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México. Cd. Mx.,
Meéxico. Pp. 443-472.

Duran, E., J. A. Meave, E. J. Lott and G. Segura. 2006. Structure
and tree diversity patterns at the landscape level in a
Mexican tropical deciduous forest. Botanical Sciences 79:
43-60. DOI: https://doi.org/10.17129/botsci.1732

Equihua, M. A., T. H. Atkinson and E. Lott. 1984. Scolytidae
y Platypodidae (Coleoptera) de la Estacion de Biologia
Chamela, Jalisco. Agrociencia 57: 179-193.

Henrickson, J. and E. J. Lott. 1982. New combinations in
Chihuahuan Desert Anisacanthus (Acanthaceae). Brittonia
34(2): 170-176. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/2806369

Lott, E. J. 1984. A new species of Jatropha (Euphorbiaceae) from
coastal Jalisco, Mexico. Madrofio 31(3): 180-184.

Lott, E. J. 1985a. New combinations in Chihuahuan Desert
Aquilegia (Ranunculaceae). Phytologia 58(7): 488.

Lott, E. J. 1985b. Listados floristicos de México. Ill. La Estacion de
Biologia Chamela, Jalisco. Herbario Nacional, Universidad
Nacional Auténoma de México. México, D.F., México. Pp. 47.

Lott, E. J. 1987. Nota sobre la distribucion de Savia sessiliflora
(Euphorbiaceae) en México. Botanical Sciences 47: 90. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.17129/botsci.1334

Lott, E. J. 1986. Dieterlea, a new genus of Cucurbitaceae

from Mexico. Brittonia 38(4): 407-410. DOI: https://doi.

org/10.2307/2807088

Lott, E. J. 1987. Croton chamelensis (Euphorbiaceae), a new
species from coastal Jalisco. Brittonia 39(2): 302-305. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.2307/2807400

Lott, E. J. 1992. Matelea magallanesii, a new species of

Asclepiadaceae from western Mexico. Phytologia 73(4):

277-280. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.29315

Lott, E. J. 1993. Annotated checklist of the vascular flora of the
Chamela Bay Region, Jalisco, Mexico. Occasional Papers of

the California Academy of Sciences 148: 1-60.
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Lott, E. J. 2002a. Listado anotado de las plantas vasculares de
Chamela-Cuixmala. In: Noguera, F. A,, J. H. Vega Rivera, A.
N. Garcia Aldrete and M. Quesada Avendario (eds.). Historia
natural de Chamela. Instituto de Biologia, Universidad
Nacional Auténoma de México. Cd. Mx., México. Pp. 99-
136.

Lott, E. J. and T. H. Atkinson. 2002b. Biodiversidad y Fitogeografia
de Chamela-Cuixmala, Jalisco. In: Noguera, F. A., J. H. Vega
Rivera, A. N. Garcia Aldrete and M. Quesada Avendafio
(eds.). Historia natural de Chamela. Instituto de Biologia,
Universidad Nacional Auténoma de Meéxico. Cd. Mx.,
Meéxico. Pp. 83-97.

Lott, E. J. and T. H. Atkinson. 2006. Mexican and Central American
seasonally dry tropical forests: Chamela-Cuixmala, Jalisco,
as a focal point for comparison. Chapter 13. In: Pennington,
R. T. and J. A. Ratter (eds.). Neotropical savannas and
seasonally dry forests. Boca Raton, USA. Pp. 307-334.

Lott, E. J. and T. H. Atkinson. 2010. Diversidad floristica y
endemismo en las selvas secas de la vertiente Pacifico
de México. In: Ceballos, G., E. Espinoza, J. Bezaury and A.
Garcia (eds.). Diversidad, amenazasy dreas prioritarias para
la conservacién de las selvas secas del Pacifico de México.
Fondo de Cultura Econdmica. Cd. Mx., México. Pp. 63-76.
https://www.monarthrum.info/pdf_assets/Capitulo%20
4%20Lott.pdf

Lott, E. J., S. H. Bullock and J. A. Solis Magallanes. 1987. Floristic
diversity and structure of upland and arroyo forests of
coastal Jalisco. Biotropica 19(3): 228-235. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.2307/2388340

Lott, E. J. and M. L. Butterwick. 1980. Notes on the flora of the
Chinati Mountains, Presidio County, Texas. Sida 8(4): 348-351.

Lott, E. J. and B. Dehgan. 1992. Jatropha martinezii
(Euphorbiaceae), a new species from Michoacan, Mexico.
Systematic Botany 17(3): 363-366. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.2307/2419477

Lott, E. J. and P. A. Fryxell. 1983. A new species of Sicyos
(Cucurbitaceae) from Chiapas, Mexico. Brittonia 35(1): 34-
36. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/2806046

Lott, E. J.,, V. Jaramillo L. and J. Rzedowski. 1986 (“1984”).
Un género nuevo de la parte meridional de México:
Gypsacanthus (Acanthaceae, Justicieae, Odontoneminae).
Botanical Sciences 46: 47-51. DOI: https://doi.org/10.17129/
botsci.1318
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Lott, E. J.,, J. A. A. Malfavon and T. P. Ramamoorthy. 1985.

Acanthaceae. In: Rzedowski, J. and G. Calderéon de
Rzedowski (eds.). Flora Fanerogamica del Valle de México,
Vol. 2. Escuela Nacional de Ciencias Bioldgicas, Instituto
Politécnico Nacional. México, D.F., México. Pp. 376-384.

Lott, E. J.,, J. A. A. Malfavon and T. P. Ramamoorthy. 2001.
Acanthaceae. In: Calderon de Rzedowski, G. and J.
Rzedowski (eds.). Flora Fanerogamica del Valle de México,
ed. 2. Instituto de Ecologia. Cd. Mx., México. Pp. 712-719.

Lott, E. J. and M. Martinez-Gordillo. 2012. Croton pascualii
(Euphorbiaceae s.s.), a new arborescent Croton with an
accrescent calyx from the Pacific slope of Oaxaca, Mexico.
Lundellia 15: 54-58. DOI: https://doi.org/10.25224/1097-
993x-15.1.54

Lott, E. J. and J. S. Miller. 1986. Bourreria rubra (Boraginaceae),
a new species from coastal Jalisco, Mexico. Annals of the
Missouri Botanical Garden 73(1): 216-218. DOI: https://

doi.org/10.2307/2399151

Appendix 2: New taxa described by Emily Lott.

Aechmea tuitensis Magana & E.J. Lott
Bourreria rubra E.J. Lott & J.S. Mill.

Croton chamelensis E.). Lott

Croton pascualii E.J. Lott & Mart. Gord.
Dieterlea E.J. Lott

Dieterlea fusiformis E.J. Lott

Gypsacanthus E.J. Lott, V. Jaram. & Rzed.
Gypsacanthus nelsonii E.J. Lott, V. Jaram. & Rzed.
Jatropha bullockii E.J. Lott

Jatropha martinezii E.J. Lott & Dehgan
Justicia cuixmalensis T.F. Daniel & E.J. Lott
Justicia salasiae T.F. Daniel & E.J. Lott

Lycium arochae F. Chiang, T. Wendt & E.J. Lott
Manfreda chamelensis E.J. Lott & Verh.-Will.
Matelea magallanesii E.J. Lott

Recchia simplicifolia T. Wendt & E.J. Lott
Sicyos motozintlensis E.J. Lott & Fryxell
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Lott, E. J. and S. E. Verhoek-Williams. 1991. Manfreda chamelensis
(Agavaceae: Poliantheae), a new species from western
Meéxico. Phytologia 70(5): 366-370.

Maass, M., E. J. Lott and A. Martinez Yrizar. 2009. Luis Alfredo
Pérez Jiménez (12 de enero de 1942-27 de marzo de
2009). Botanical Sciences 85: 135-136. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.17129/botsci.2313

Magafia, P.and E. J. Lott. 1986. Aechmea tuitensis (Bromeliaceae:
Bromelioideae, Podaechmea), a new species from western
Mexico. Phytologia 59(4): 221-223.

Salas-Morales, S. H. and E. J. Lott. 2007. Notes on new plant
distribution records in Oaxaca, Mexico. Boletin de la
Sociedad Botanica de México 81: 143-146. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.17129/botsci. 1772

Wendt, T. and E. J. Lott. 1985. A new simple-leaved species

southeastern

https://doi.
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DOI:

(Simaroubaceae)
Mexico. 37(2): 219-225.
org/10.2307/2806115

of  Recchia

Brittonia



https://doi.org/10.25224/1097-993x-15.1.54
https://doi.org/10.25224/1097-993x-15.1.54
https://doi.org/10.2307/2399151
https://doi.org/10.2307/2399151
https://doi.org/10.17129/botsci.2313 
https://doi.org/10.17129/botsci.2313 
https://doi.org/10.17129/botsci.1772
https://doi.org/10.17129/botsci.1772
https://doi.org/10.2307/2806115
https://doi.org/10.2307/2806115

Appendix 3: Plants named in honor of Emily Lott.

Argythamnia lottiae J. Ingram (1984)
Aristolochia emiliae Santana Mich. & Solis (2008)
Bouvardia lottiae Borhidi (2004)
Chileranthemum lottiae T.F. Daniel (1993)
Euphorbia lottiae VW. Steinm. (2005)

Helietta lottiae F. Chiang (1984)

Ipomoea lottiae J.A. McDonald (1987)

Malpighia emiliae W.R. Anderson (1987)
Schaefferia lottiae Lundell (1983)

Sebastiania lottiae McVaugh (1995)

Spiranthes emiliae M.C. Johnst. (1981)
Tetramerium emilyanum T.F. Daniel (1986)
Verbesina lottiana B.L. Turner & J.L. Olsen (1988)
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