ISSN 0065-1737

Nota Cientifica
(Short Communication)

Acta Zooldgica Mexicana (n.s.), 31(3): 486-487 (2015)

MEXICAN JAY (APHELOCOMA WOLLWEBERI) PREDATION ON BAIRD’S RAT SNAKE
(PANTHEROPHIS BAIRDI) IN NUEVO LEON, MEXICO

Recibido: 20/02/2015; aceptado: 15/08/2015

Contreras-Lozano, J. A. y Ballesteros-Medrano, O. 2015. Chara
pecho gris (Aphelocoma wollweberi) predacion sobre la culebra
ratonera de bosque (Pantherophis bairdi) en Nuevo Leon, Méxi-
co. Acta Zooldgica Mexicana (n. s.), 31(3): 486-487.

RESUMEN. Se observé un adulto de chara pecho gris (Aphelocoma
wollweberi) sosteniendo y picoteando un juvenil de la culebra ratone-
ra de bosque (Pantherophis bairdi) en un aparente intento de depre-
dacion, la cual es una interaccion de estas especies no reportado. El
suceso ocurrio en el Parque Nacional Cumbres de Monterrey, en la lo-
calidad de Chipinque, San Pedro Garza Garcia, Nuevo Ledn, México.

The Mexican Jay (Aphelocoma wollweberi) inhabits
mountains with pine-oak woodland (Dunn & Alderfer
2008) and forages preferentially on acorns and pinyon
nuts in fall and winter (McCormack et al. 2008), and bee-
tles, grasshoppers, crickets, and other arthropods, small
lizards, snakes, and frogs, throughout the year. Stomach
contents analyses have documented the remains of cara-
bid, elater, bupestrid, and other beetles, and bark-clinging
moths (Smith 1908, Westcott 1969), and reptiles (Contre-
ras-Balderas & Trevino-Saldana 1987). These jays also
feed on eggs of their own species (Brown 1963, Trail et
al. 1981) and are suspected of eating eggs and nestlings
of other birds (Gross 1949, Brandt 1951), although they
are rarely observed doing so. In snowy winters they may
attempt to take small birds (Roth 1971) and mice (Brandt
1951). The Baird’s Rat Snake (Pantherophis bairdi) is
distributed throughout the Sierra Madre Oriental in the
states of Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, and Tamaulipas in north-
east Mexico and has limited distribution in west-central
Texas (Werler & Dixon 2000).

On 14 August 2011, we observed a Mexican Jay hold-
ing a dead juvenile Baird’s Rat Snake (Pantherophis
bairdi) in its bill (Fig. 1). The observation occurred at
0920 hours on a cloudy day (24 °C) in a pine-oak forest
at Parque Nacional Cumbres de Monterrey in the locality
known as Chipinque in San Pedro Garza Garcia, Nuevo
Leon, Mexico (25° 36’ 26” N, 100° 21° 14” W, WGS§&4,
1280m). During the event, the jay stood on the snake (to-
tal length = 299 mm) and pecked its head. After doing so

Figure 1. Mexican Jay (Aphelocoma wollweberi) with a Baird’s Rat

snake (Pantherophis bairdi) in its bill, observed as though the jay is

holding the snake down with its foot, grasping the neck with its bill,
and pulling upwards just as raptors do.

for a few minutes, the jay, apparently fearful of our pres-
ence, dropped the snake, watched it for a short period,
and then flew away. Our observation is the first to reveal
predatory interaction between these two taxa. Interesting-
ly, their roles might well have been reversed, depending
on the size of the snake, birds being frequent prey of rat
snakes throughout the northern hemisphere.

In the photograph (Fig. 1), it looks as though the jay
is holding the snake down with its foot, grasping the neck
with its bill, and pulling upwards just as raptors do.

Predation of Mexican Jays upon snakes was previous-
ly documented by Contreras-Balderas and Trevifio-Salda-
fa (1987) and by McCormack and Brown (2008). A. J.
Contreras-Balderas (pers. comm.) has observed predation
of various unidentified snakes in Cerro El Potosi, Nuevo
Leon, Mexico.
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